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Abstract
Research-Practice Partnerships are long-term mutually beneficial relationships between researchers and
practitioners that are focused on producing solutions for problems of practice (Penuel, Fishman, Haugan Cheng, &
Sabelli, 2011). A central tenet of research-practice partnerships is the equal positioning of researchers and
practitioners as experts and co-creators of their relationship. Moreover, when researchers from R-1 universities
partner with rural school districts, several additional parameters must be considered to ensure stakeholders feel
valued and are engaged throughout the research process. Our project, Developing STEM Identity in Rural
Audiences through Community-based Engineering Design (DeSIRE), partners with two rural schools that serve a
predominantly Black and Latinx student population. This session will discuss how our project has adapted to center
equity and meet the diverse needs of our school partners during the pandemic.  Session participants will gain
actionable insights for implementing equitable research-practice partnerships in rural communities.

Strategies Employed & Discussion Questions
1. Meeting Teachers “Where They Are”. We have adapted our professional development modality and

provided more iterative and personalized training to support our teachers’ growth. How can you meet your
school partners “where they are”?

2. Share the Load:  We have facilitated communication to parents and students about the partnership,
lessening the burden on already overtaxed teachers. How can you share the load with your school partners?

3. Ask for Feedback Early and Often: We have established research check-ins to ask teachers how the
research process is going and re-negotiate our plan as needed. In what ways have you asked for and
incorporated feedback from your school partners?

Contact Information
For more information visit http://www.go.ncsu.edu/desire or contact the roundtable presenters (below):

● Dr. Callie Edwards, Associate Director of Program Evaluation and Education Research and Adjunct
Assistant Professor, College of Education, callie_edwards@ncsu.edu

● Dr. LaTricia Townsend, Co-PI DeSIRE  Project and Associate Teaching Professor, College of Education,
latricia_townsend@ncsu.edu

● Dr. Tameshia Baldwin, PI DeSIRE Project and Teaching Assistant Professor, College of Engineering,
tameshia_ballard@ncsu.edu
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